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THE APPLICATION OF THE LATERAN DECREES BY
THE BISHOPS, LOWER CLERGY, AND RELIGIOUS
THE episcopal constitutions form the programme which
the bishops intended to follow with the object of in-
troducing discipline and reform into their dioceses. An
examination of the bishops' registers, monastic annals,
public records, and other sources gives some idea as to the
degree to which the programmes were carried out and re-
forms introduced among the parish clergy, in the episcopate
itself, and in the religious orders. The decrees of the
Lateran Council can still provide the golden thread by which
we can trace our way through the labyrinthine detail of
diocesan administration. Even so it would be a tedious
and ungrateful task to trace the story of each decree during
those sixty years. It will suffice to choose some character-
istic and outstanding canons from the various groups into
which we have divided them.
Of the group dealing with secular affairs the most im-
portant decree would seem to be that which forbade lay
authorities to levy imposts on churches without the special
consent of the clergy and a mandate from the Pope.1 The
distinction between the clergy in their capacity as vassals
of the Crown and the clergy as the recipients of that
theoretically spiritual source of income, the tithe, must be
recognized from the outset. The forty-sixth Decree of
the General Council did not refer to payments of scutage,
of aids to the Crown, of dona from monastic houses or even,
to the land tax or carucage paid by the clergy on tempo-
ralities, all of which were connected with feudal tenures;
it referred definitely to the taxation of spiritualities, of the
stipends and revenues of parish priests, the sacred tithe.3
1  The decree appears on the whole to have been observed, and yet the reign of
Henry III witnesses the beginning of what might be called the systematic taxation
of the beneficed clergy by the Crown.
2  For this question of taxation see S. K. Mitchell, Studies in Taxation under
John and Henry III; and Lunt, The Consent of the English Lower Clergy to Taxa-
tion, faring the "Reign of Henry III.